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I want to wish you all a very blessed and grace-

filled Christmas as we begin today this holy and 

joy-filled season. 

Welcome to any of our visitors. It’s great to have 

you with us! 

One of the images that we often see this time of 

year is that of the Star of Bethlehem shining out 

in the dead of night lighting the way to the 

manger announcing the birth of the newborn 

Savior. And the wonder and awe that naturally 

overcomes us whenever we look up at the beauty 

of the stars, especially from up in the mountains, 

that beauty continues to point the way back to 

our Creator. But did you know that we 

Christians and Jews have a vastly different 

understanding of Creation from that of any other 

religion and certainly from those who have no 

faith. We believe that all of creation is an 

extravagant gesture of God the Father’s love for 

us and we’re the most important part. And our 

belief in God Himself is also vastly different. We 

believe in a God who is love Itself. He always 

loves. He must love, in fact, because He is love 

Itself. 

We’re tempted to doubt that all the time, but 

God really and truly is a Good and Loving Father 

who deeply cares for our good! The next time 

you’re looking up at the stars think about this 

line from Jeremiah: 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” 

(Jer. 1:5) 

That means: Long before the first moment of the 

big bang when all of this. suddenly sprang into 

being, God had you in mind. Before the heavens 

and the Earth before the entire universe was 

brought into existence the idea of you was 

meditated upon deep within our Heavenly 

Father’s heart. And that's important for you to 

understand. Because matter how hard your life 

has been, no matter how much sin you have 

given into, no matter how many lies you or the 

devil say to yourself, nothing can change this 

foundational truth: From long before the 

beginning of time you’ve been perfectly loved by 

our Heavenly Father, and you still are to this 

day! Every single one of us is! But if that’s all 

true then what went wrong? Why is this world so 

obviously messed up? 

It all goes back to the first few moments after 

our Creation back to the Garden of Eden when 

Satan convinced Adam and Eve to doubt that 

God is a Good and Loving Father, to think that 

we can’t trust Him. Adam and Eve freely chose 

to trust the lie of the devil instead and as a result 

Sin and Death entered this world and those two 

things have had a power over us ever since. If 

you’ve ever done something no matter how big 

or small that you knew you shouldn't do that you 

didn't even really want to do but you did it 

anyhow, that’s the power of sin at work in our 

lives. We can’t overcome it, at least not all on our 

own.  

Let me give you a small example from my own 

life. Recently I got lost on Amazon I had good 

intentions when I started but I ended up looking 

at one thing after another after another after 

another and I lost all track of time! That’s never 

happened to you right?! 

Or YouTube; doesn’t YouTube have the same 

power? One of the seminarians calls it a Black 

Hole sucking his life away one short video at a 

time! How does that happen? Once you get 

started, it’s so hard to stop! Well doesn’t it show 

that even little things like that can have a real 

power over us at times and that’s because of our 

fallen condition. And if you’ve ever struggled 

with an addiction or serious habitual sin then 

you really know what I’m talking about. But 

thanks be to God, He doesn’t leave us there.  

If you go back to the Book of Genesis, you’ll see 

that it only took a couple of verses after the Fall 

of Adam and Eve for God the Father to go 

searching for them. He knew they had lost their 



way. And every time I read that part, I think 

about one of my parents, who whenever my 

friends and I got a bit too quiet playing in the 

backyard, they would peek their heads out to see 

what was going on. They knew instinctively that 

we might be up to no good! Often, they were 

right! That too, is our fallen condition at work 

but of course my parents were motivated by love, 

especially when I was little because they didn’t 

want me to get hurt. 

And what a beautiful image that is of our 

Heavenly Father’s care for us. Right after the fall 

He came looking for us! What did Adam and Eve 

do when they heard Him call? They ran away 

from Him. They hid themselves in that Garden. 

And our hearts have been trying to hide from the 

Lord ever since especially when we sin. But it’s 

so important for us to remember that God’s love 

for us never changes. He’s still the same Good 

and Loving Father. 

And what we celebrate today is the beginning of 

the final phase of God the Father’s plan to rescue 

us through the birth of His only begotten Son. As 

Archbishop said in his column just this past 

week: “God responded by coming to us as a 

baby, the most trustable vulnerable and humble 

creature possible. And yet his mission was not 

[so] cute and cuddly [because] he came to fight.” 

As you look at that helpless Infant lying in the 

manger, make no mistake, that’s still our All-

Power God. That’s the same God who created the 

entire Universe, the billions of trillions of stars. 

He’s humbling Himself for the love of you. He’s 

come in search of your heart. He knows just how 

easily spooked we are, so He comes in humblest 

form possible to fight for our souls. His 

weapons? 

They’re plain for all to see right there (creche), 

things like love and peace, poverty and humility 

and right now a whole lot of cuteness and joy! 

His battle plan? He wants to draw us in closer to 

Him so that we’re paying attention to what He’s 

about to do next because we know that the true 

depths of His love only become visible there 

(Cross). That’s Jesus really fighting for your 

soul. So just like God the Father had you in mind 

long before He created the universe, so God the 

Son had you in mind as He poured out His life 

for you on the Cross! He’s telling you today quite 

clearly that your soul, no matter what you’ve 

done, no matter what’s been done to you, that 

you’re worth fighting for! And the humble 

invitation that we see before us in the flesh it 

begs a response.  

So, what’s it going to take to draw you in just a 

bit closer. What’s it going to take to win over 

your heart more deeply? 

One of the greatest gifts that God gave to us is 

our Free Will. While we can’t overcome sin and 

death on our own, we do have the power to 

freely choose to cooperate with His saving grace 

as it comes. What part of your heart is still 

unconquered? What part of your heart still 

makes you want to run and hide? If you’re tired 

of the fight and finally ready to give up, then join 

me now as we surrender our hearts more deeply 

to the Lord with this small Act of Thanksgiving: 

Act of Thanksgiving 

From the depths of my heart, I thank You, dear 

Lord, for Your infinite kindness in coming to me. 

How good You are to me! With Your most holy 

Mother and all the angels, I praise Your mercy 

and generosity toward me, a poor sinner. I thank 

You for nourishing my soul with Your Sacred 

Body and Precious Blood. I will try to show my 

gratitude to You in the Sacrament of Your love, 

by obedience to Your holy commands, by fidelity 

to my duties, by kindness to my neighbor and 

by an earnest endeavor to become more like You 

in my daily conduct. Amen. 


