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We’re in the middle of our archdiocesan retreat 

focusing on the 4-part preaching of the basic Gospel 

message or Kerygma: 

Created...Captured...Rescued...and our Response. 

Last week we focused on the unique way that we 

Christians view Creation that all that is around us 

was created as an extravagant gesture of the 

Father’s love for us, and we are the most important 

part. 

But probably the most vital thing from last week is 

our notion of God Himself. God is love. He always 

loves because He is love itself. So, everything He 

does is for our good. Even what He allows to happen 

to us, and He does not directly intend, He permits 

out of love for us and for our great good. 

This week you may be tempted to doubt that so 

don’t forget! 

This week we focus on the second part of the 

Kerygma - on Captured and I’m not going to lie this 

is going to be a lot tougher to hear. But we need to 

hear how bad the bad news is before we can even 

begin to appreciate just how good the Good News 

really is. 

In fact, as I was praying about this the Lord brought 

to my mind just a few of the saints who received a 

particular grace; St. Faustina, St. John Bosco, even Sr. 

Lucia from Fatima. The Lord not only lavished them 

with extraordinary graces, but He also gave them a 

glimpse of hell. Why? Not only to describe it for us 

but to use the wisdom that was gained there to keep 

us from going there. 

Things are getting so bad in our world that perhaps 

we get plenty of glimpses on our own, but even we 

need the reminder that the root cause is sin. 

Life was so perfect in the Garden of Eden, but given 

what we see in this world, as Fr. John Riccardo put it 

so bluntly and so aptly, “What the hell happened? 

It’s a war zone out there!” That’s something that 

should be obvious from the headlines. Yet who are 

we really fighting against, what the press and even 

we tend to get wrong remains hidden. 

I’m here to tell you: It's not the Republicans or the 

Democrats. It’s not the Protestants, Jews or Muslims 

and it’s certainly not those within our own Church; 

not the ultra-conservatives, not the radical liberals. 

It's not even those from atheistic regimes who 

delight in killing Christians. What does Jesus say to 

such people? “Father forgive them, for they know 

not what they do.” (Lk 23:34) Our enemy is 

associated with all the ways that we allow the devil 

to divide, conquer and tear each other apart. We are 

all brothers and sisters, all children of our Heavenly 

Father, all sinners who stand in need of conversion 

and redemption. Our true enemy--it’s Satan, and 

he’s been here from the very beginning of creation. 

As the Catechism puts it (CCC 391): 

“The devil and the other demons were indeed 

created naturally good by God, but they became evil 

by their own doing.”  

So, God wants us to understand that Satan is not His 

equal nor is he a rival on the same plane. He is 

merely a creature. And that’s important because 

when he fell, he did not take out his aggression 

directly against God. He can’t. He can have no power 

over the Lord, so he took out his anger on us.  

God also wants us to understand that He did not 

create evil, but he did give us and the angels the 

great gift of free will to choose to do His will, to 

choose to reflect His love. But Satan freely choose to 

go against that. And he also got us to go along with 

him. 



What does Scripture say about him? In Sacred 

Scripture names are vital. They always reveal a 

person’s particular character or mission. Lucifer 

means ‘light bearer’. He was originally meant to 

radiant God’s glory more perfectly than any other 

creature. Now he is Satan or the Devil. Satan means 

the accuser. The Devil means the divider. Ever since 

his fall he’s been hard at work doing both. 

Can’t we see his handy work all around us between 

each of those groups I previously mentioned? We 

shouldn’t be fighting each other. St. Paul put it this 

way (Ephesians 6:12): “For our struggle is not with 

flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the 

powers, with the world rulers of this present 

darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens.” 

St. Peter, the first pope said this (1 Peter 5:8-9): 

“Stay sober and alert. Your opponent the devil is 

prowling like a roaring lion looking for someone to 

devour. Resist him, solid in your faith, knowing that 

your fellow believers throughout the world undergo 

the same sufferings.” 

We know that we are at war. We know who we are 

fighting against, and we know that we are not alone, 

that we need to fight together. So why is it after so 

many thousands of years that we continue to 

struggle even within our own Church? 

Let’s take a look at Genesis 3 and the Fall because 

what happened back then continues to happen even 

now. 

In the opening dialog between Satan and Eve the 

enemy makes it seem like this is just a normal 

harmless everyday conversation, but really, he’s 

trying to plant the seed of suspicion. He’s trying to 

get her to doubt that God is a good and loving 

Father. “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of 

the garden?’”  She says, they can eat from every tree 

except one. “God knows that when you eat of it your 

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” So, he’s making it seem like 

God’s holding out on us, like we can’t trust Him! 

Anyone ever been tempted to think like that? Every 

time things don’t go our way! It’s so easy to blame 

God. 

But Satan is a liar. He’s good at telling half-truths, 

getting us to turn away from the Lord a little bit at a 

time. He will continue to lie, to accuse, to flatter, 

tempt and discourage us, all the while trying to drive 

a wedge between us and our Heavenly Father. 

But again, if we know all this, why do we keep falling 

for it? 

Aside from everyone not embracing this Biblical 

worldview, even within our faith, it’s because Sin 

and Death have a real power over us, and they’ve 

had that power ever since that Original Sin. 

G.K. Chesterton once said that Original Sin is the 

most obvious of all the Christian dogmas. 

It really is if you think about it. Have you ever done 

something that you knew you shouldn't do that you 

didn't even really want to do, but you went ahead 

and did it anyway? That’s the power of sin at work in 

us.  

St. Paul said as much in Romans 7:13-25. Sin has a 

dominion over us. Sin reigns and rules over us. That 

means we can’t completely overcome it, not on our 

own. 

The other thing that reigns and rules over us that’s 

also a fruit of that original disobedience is death 

itself. This one should be obvious that none of us will 

make it out of this world alive, but it’s not! As 

Deacon Kevin shared just a few weeks ago from a 

person involved in hospice. We Americans are the 

only culture that see death as optional. It’s not! 

We’re not going to make it out alive. Sin and death 

don’t just have some small influence over our lives. 

There is simply no escaping them. We can’t be good 

enough no matter how hard we try to completely 

overcome them. What that really means is we are 

enslaved to them, along with the prince of this 

world, who tightly holds the chains. 

If you’ve ever struggled with an addiction, if you’ve 

ever struggled with serious habitual sin, you know 

the power that they have. And Satan will continue to 



use his tactics to keep us bound up like that. But if 

God is a good and loving Father, then why would 

He allow all of this to continue to happen? 

That’s going to be our focus in these next few 

weeks… 

I want to give you a preview. I want to begin to shine 

the light of God’s truth into all this darkness even 

now. So, I want to give you one truth that Satan does 

not want you to know, and one example of this at 

work in my life. 

One of the greatest truths that Satan does not want 

you to know is that if you really struggle with one 

weakness, with one particular sin in your life, that 

often is an indicator how God wants you to shine in 

heaven, with the opposite grace for all eternity. 

The devil wants you so focused on what you can’t 

do, what you can’t overcome on your own, and to 

shame you for it with that half-truth over and over 

again. God wants to use that weakness to manifest 

His glory. 

What was Lucifer’s original task? To radiate God’s 

glory! What does God want to do with our 

weaknesses and sin? Radiate His glory! Do you see 

why he hates us? 

More on that later, but please know that with God’s 

grace there is always great reason to hope! 

I know this firsthand because God has saved me 

many times. 

When I first arrived here, I shared with you my 

conversion story. If you heard it, you know that God 

miraculously saved me from a motorcycle accident. I 

totaled it but walked away completely unharmed. 

And I also shared with you, that the fallout from my 

two-year relationship with a girl was the necessary 

void in my life that made room in my heart for me to 

finally meet the Lord. 

What I didn’t share was just how deep that darkness 

went. I came close to taking my own life when I was 

20 years old. I share this because perhaps you’ve 

been there, maybe you are there now. 

But I also want to say, that God delights most in 

working through ordinary means. That means He 

loves to work miracles through others. So, make sure 

you talk to someone. Seek out professional help. 

When I say that I came close I mean that I had the 

means. I had a countdown. I had told no one. For 

whatever reason, I knew I was going to do it after I 

finished my 8-hour shift at work. And the devil had 

been hard at work on me. He had me isolated from 

others. I had a great family and had lots of friends. 

But I didn’t know God at the time, so it was easy for 

him to lure me. There was no need to pry me away 

from the Lord. 

But most of all, he had convinced me that there was 

no reason to hope. What a lie!! At that point, Death 

seemed to have a power over me from which there 

was no escape. Again, what a lie!! 

Words cannot even begin to describe what 

happened next. In an instant, in the blink of an eye, 

everything just suddenly lifted. All that darkness and 

despair, in an instant was suddenly gone. I don’t 

remember exactly what immediately preceded this. 

Reflecting now, I recognize that there was some 

small grace offered by the Lord and my heart 

opened to it and He took over from there. All He 

needed was just a crack and He did the rest. 

I still had some strong depression to deal with for 

about a year, but in that moment, I felt alive again, 

as if for the very first time. I experienced firsthand 

what St. John says in his Gospel (Jn 1:5) “Light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it.” Of course, at that time I had no clue what 

happened, but I know now that it was the Lord.  

I couldn’t let Satan have the last word today. I had to 

share a bit of Good New. No matter how dark things 

may seem, because of Jesus Christ, there is always 

Hope! 


